


What is the goal of your program?
Perhaps, as with many libraries, it’s to address a particular 
issue, such as multiculturalism, racism, or economic injus-
tices, for instance. Others have looked at the project as a 
way of highlighting a local author. Still others have seen this 
as an opportunity to acquaint readers with books they might 
not ordinarily discover on their own. Once you’ve articulated 
the goal of the program, you’ll find that choosing a book that 
fits those goals suddenly becomes much easier. 

What is your library’s capacity for program-
ming and how much money do you have to 
spend on the project?
The answer to this two part question is important to think 
about carefully, because it will determine just how much you 
can realistically do. It’s irresistible to dream about bringing 
in the author of the book you select, but that takes a lot 
more money (and planning time) than concentrating on book 
discussions and public programs with local people. As you 
figure out your budget, remember that the success of the 
program will in some ways depend on the amount of public-
ity you do, so be sure to include printing costs (for posters 
and discussion guides, for example) in your budget. 

How much collaboration with other commu-
nity groups, schools, museums, etc. do you 
want to do?
As you answer this question, keep in mind that collabora-
tion has its plusses and minuses—it will make 
everyone’s workload lighter and probably 
guarantee larger turnouts at programs, but 
it will often complicate the various is-
sues that will inevitably arise, including 
selecting the book. Large committees 
work best when the chairperson is 
not a micromanager and is willing to 
delegate and divide the tasks that 
need to be done.

What kind of book should you pick, and how 
should you go about selecting it?
What I’ve found is that the best books for book discussions—
whether it be for the neighborhood soccer moms who get 
together once a month or for community wide reading  
projects—have certain characteristics in common. First, the 
book needs to be eminently, or, even better, compulsively, 
discussable. It should be a book that offers readers different 
ways of understanding or interpreting the actions of the main 
character. What you’re going to be discussing is everything 
that the author hasn’t told you, so you want to select a book 
that encourages you to read between the lines. It always 
helps if the ending of the novel is somewhat ambiguous  
or books in which the main character is forced to make a  
decision that will provoke strong agreement or disagreement 
with the readers or books that challenge our complacency or 
are controversial or disturbing in subject matter. 

Or consider books that have a particular meaning for your 
community. The committee planning the first “One Book, 
One Community” project for the Indianapolis-Marion County 
Public Library asked for nominations from the community and 
they received almost 1,000 separate titles from enthusias-
tic readers, who took the time to write reviews about their 
choices. A committee made the final selection, an older title 
that was both uniquely right for Indiana residents and had 
resonated with current events: Jessamyn West’s The Friendly 
Persuasion. Not only was the author from Indiana, but the 
book takes place during the Civil War years in the state,  
and offers much food for thought as it profiles a community 

in crisis. 

Or perhaps there’s a local author whose work is 
particularly relevant and therefore makes a 

good book for the project. 

Sometimes committees narrow down their 
choice to a few books and let the public 
vote on the final selection. Whatever 
book you choose, and however you 
select it, make sure it has enough 
“meat” to sustain a discussion that 
rises above the level of “did you like 
the book or not?”

COMMUNITY READING PROJECTS BENEFIT A LIBRARY  
Community Reading projects position the library as a major player in the cultural life of a community. 
The library is no longer simply a place to come to use the computers, or to find information, or the 

most recent bestseller (all vital aspects of the library’s mission in themselves, of course); rather, the library  
becomes a destination for people who are interested in discussing books, a venue for author visits and for 
other cultural and humanities programs. One Book, One Community projects are an excellent way to start 
building a community of readers that finds its home base in the library.

-Nancy Pearl
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Kingsley Amis  
Introduction by Keith Gessen
Lucky Jim
One of the most celebrated comic novels 
of all time, particularly known for its famed 
hangover scene. It’s the story of Jim Dixon 
who begrudgingly endures the mediocrity of 
provincial, collegiate life, until he can take it to 
no longer and lets forth on one of the funniest, 
and ultimately successful, rebellions of all time. 
“Remarkable for its relentless skewering of  
artifice and pretension, Lucky Jim also contains 
 some of the finest comic set pieces in the  
language.” —Olivia Laing, The Observer 

978-1-59017-575-0 | $14.95 US l New York Review Books l TR | Fiction

E 978-1-59017-575-0

Aimee Bender
The Particular Sadness of 
Lemon Cake: A Novel
Rose Edelstein at age nine discovers she has 
a magical gift: she can taste the emotions 
of the person who makes her food. She dis-
covers this gift to her horror as her mother’s 
homemade lemon-chocolate cake tastes of 
despair and desperation. This gift and curse 
makes food a peril for the rest of her life and a 
threat because it reveals her mother’s life out-
side the home, her father’s detachment, the 
void that is her brother. A luminous tale about 

the difficulty of loving someone fully when you know too much about 
them. Los Angeles, CA  

Winner: ALA ALEX Award

978-0-385-72096-0 | $15.00/$17.00C | Anchor | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-385-53322-5 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-73715-1 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-73716-8

Sandra Cisneros
The House on Mango Street
Through a series of vignettes, Cisneros tells 
the story of Esperanza Cordero, a young girl 
growing up in the Latino section of Chicago, 
whose neighborhood is one of harsh realities 
and harsh beauty. Esperanza doesn’t want to 
belong—not to her rundown neighborhood, 
and not to the low expectations the world has 
for her. San Antonio, TX
978-0-679-73477-2 | $10.95/$12.99C | Vintage 
TR | Fiction

]  CD: 978-0-7393-2279-6 | ]  AD: 978-0-7393-2281-9 

SELECTED BY: Chicago, IL, The State of Arkansas; Commerce, Escondido, CA; Los Angeles,
CA;  Pico Rivera, CA; Sonoma County, CA; Jacksonville, FL; Miami, FL; Multnomah County,
OR; Brazo Valley, TX; College Station-Bryan, TX; El Paso, TX; Milwaukee, WI

Ernest Cline
Ready Player One
“Willy Wonka meets the Matrix” (USA Today) 
in this jaw-droppingly cinematic debut that’s 
part virtual space opera, part classic coming-
of-age story—and part brilliant pop-culture 
mash up. It’s the year 2044, and—like most 
of humanity—Wade Watts vastly prefers the 
online utopia known as the OASIS to an in-
creasingly grim, poverty-stricken real world. 
Like most of humanity, Wade dreams of being 
the one to discover the ultimate lottery ticket 
that lies concealed within this virtual reality. 

Wade stumbles upon the first puzzle. Suddenly, he finds himself pitted 
against thousands of competitors in a desperate race to claim the ultimate 
prize, a chase that soon takes on terrifying real-world dimensions—and 
that will leave both Wade and his world profoundly changed.

Winner: ALA ALEX Award

978-0-307-88744-3 | $14.00 $17.00C| Broadway | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-307-88745-0 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-97006-0 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-91316-6  

Vanessa Diffenbaugh 
The Language of Flowers:  
A Novel
In Victorian times, the language of flowers 
was used to express a wide range of roman-
tic emotions. But for Victoria Jones, it’s been 
more useful in communicating things like 
grief, mistrust, and solitude. After a childhood 
spent in the foster care system, she is unable 
to get close to anybody, and her only solace 
is in flowers and the meanings they convey. 
But it takes meeting a mysterious vendor at 
the flower market for Victoria to realize what’s 

been missing in her own life, and as she starts to fall for him, she’s forced 
to confront a painful secret from her past, and decide whether it’s worth 
risking everything for a second chance at happiness.  
www.CamelliaNetwork.org Cambridge, MA
978-0-345-53798-0 | $15.00/$18.00C | Ballantine | TR

E 978-0-345-52556-7 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-87895-3 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-87896-0  

Alan Drew
Gardens of Water: A Novel
Set in a small town outside Istanbul, Drew’s 
“remarkable” (NYTBR) novel tells the story of 
a man and his family whose lives are thrown 
into chaos when the earthquake of 1999  
destroys their home and way of life. When his 
daughter falls in love with an American boy 
whose father intercedes to help, the  
tensions between the two cultures, two fa-
thers, two faiths, explode. Cincinnati, OH
978-0-8129-7844-5 | $14.00/$16.50C  
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction

E  978-1-58836-680-1 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-4675-6 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-4676-3

SELECTED BY: Pasadena, CA - One City, One Story

KEY    ] Audio   Large Print  E E-Book   Spanish   Discussion Guide Available SP
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Mark Haddon
The Curious Incident of the  
Dog in the Night-Time
Christopher is fifteen, gifted, and autistic. His 
carefully constructed world falls apart when 
the neighbor’s dog is killed. As he sets out to 
solve the mystery of the dog’s murder,  
Christopher must fall back on his own deduc-
tive logic to navigate the emotional complexi-
ties of a social world that remains a puzzle to 
him. Oxford, England

WINNER: ALA Alex Award 

 WINNER: YALSA Best Books for Young Adults.

978-1-4000-3271-6 | $13.95/NCR | Vintage | TR | Fiction 
E 978-0-385-51102-5   
SELECTED BY: Santa Barbara, CA; Gunnison, CO; Westport, CT; North Attleborough, MA; 
North Reading, MA; West Boylston, MA; Kalamazoo, MI; Wake County, NC; Cincinnati, OH; 
Central Valley, NY; New Paltz, NY; Galveston, TX; Salt Lake City, UT; LaPorte County, IN; 
Michigan City, IN; Falmouth, MA; South Central Pennsylvania; Winchester County, VA

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Mark Haddon

The Red House: A Novel
A literary tour-de-force that illuminates the puzzle of family in a profoundly 
empathetic manner.  
978-0-385-53577-9 | $25.95 | Doubleday | HC | Fiction
978-0-385-67692-2 | $29.95C | Doubleday Canada

E  978-0-385-53585-4 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-98840-9 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-98850-8

Homer H. Hickam, Jr.
Rocket Boys
A powerful story of coming of age and of a 
group of young men who dreamed of launch-
ing rockets into outer space and who made 
those dreams come true.  
Alabama and the Virgin Islands
978-0-385-33321-4 | $14.00/$21.00C  
Delta | TR | Nonfiction 
E 978-0-440-33387-6

SELECTED BY:  Guntersville, AL; Jackson County, AL; Scottsboro, AL; Central Florida; Green
wood, IN; Northwest, IN; Topeka, KS; Athol, MA; Easthampton, MA; Southwest MI; Bowling
Green, OH; Cleveland, OH; Findlay, OH; Tiffen, OH; Central Pennsylvania; Warren County, PA;
Beaford County, SC; Memphis Shelby County, TN; Portland, TN; Alexandria, VA; Winchester,
Frederick and Clark Counties, VA; Souix City, IA; Waco, TX

Henry James
Washington Square
This Henry James coming-of-age novel 
follows the life of Catherine Sloper, a kind-
hearted, plain-faced woman finding her way in 
New York City in the mid-19th century. 
978-0-375-76122-5 | $7.95/$10.50C 
Modern Library | TR | Fiction  
E 978-0-679-64157-5

 

SELECTED BY:  The Mercantile Library Center for Fiction

Ursula K. Le Guin
A Wizard of Earthsea
Ged was the greatest sorcerer in all Earthsea, 
but once he was called Sparrowhawk, a reck-
less youth, hungry for power and knowledge, 
who tampered  with long-held secrets and 
loosed a terrible shadow upon the world.  
This is the tale of his testing. Portland, OR

WINNER: New York Public Library  
Books for the Teen Age

WINNER: YALSA Best Books for  
Young Adults

978-0-553-38304-1 | $15.00/NCR | Spectra | TR | Fiction
978-0-553-26250-6 | $7.99/NCR | Spectra | MM  

 SELECTED BY: Jackson District Library, MI; Huntsville Public Library (TX), 
Timberland Regional Library (WA)

Sonia Nazario
Enrique’s Journey
The breathtaking eyewitness account of  
a young Honduran boy’s perilous efforts  
to reunite with his mother in the U.S.  
An intense timely story of one family’s  
embodiment of a national issue, illegal  
immigration, and the toll it takes on the  
parents and children involved and on the  
nation’s resources and moral standing.  
Los Angeles, CA
978-0-8129-7178-1 | $14.95/$19.95C 
Random House | TR | Nonfiction 

Young Reader’s Edition: 978-0-385-74328-0 

E 978-1-58836-602-3 |  SP  978-0-8129-7580-2  

SELECTED BY: Yuma, AZ; Glendale, CA; Laredo, TX; Santa Fe, NM

Michael Ondaatje
The Cat’s Table
In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy in 
Colombo boards a ship bound for England. At 
mealtimes he is seated at the “cat’s table”—
as far from the Captain’s Table as can be—
with a ragtag group of “insignificant” adults 
and two other boys. As the ship crosses the 
Indian Ocean, the boys tumble from one ad-
venture to another, bursting all over the place 
like freed mercury. But there are other diver-
sions as well: they are first exposed to the 
magical worlds of jazz, women, and literature 

by their eccentric fellow travelers, and together they spy on a shackled 
prisoner, his crime and fate a galvanizing mystery that will haunt them 
forever. A spellbinding story about the magical, often forbidden, discover-
ies of childhood, and a lifelong journey that begins unexpectedly with a 
spectacular sea voyage.

An ALA Notable Book.

978-0-307-74441-8 | $15.00 | Vintage | TR | Fiction
978-0-307-40142-7 | $22.00C | Vintage Canada | TR

E  978-0-307-70045-2 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-94373-6 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-94374-3
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John Prendergast and Michael Mattocks

Unlikely Brothers: Our Story of  
Adventure, Loss, and Redemption
Become a mentor today! Back when he 
was twenty years old, human rights activist 
and Africa peace negotiator John Prender-
gast did something absolutely life-changing.  
He forged a “Big Brother/Little Brother”  
relationship with a seven-year-old boy named  
Michael Mattocks who was living out of plas-
tic bags in a homeless shelter in Washington, 
D.C. From the moment John met Michael, 
they began forming a bond that would  

continue for over twenty-five years. These are two lives that will inspire 
you, impress you, and move you deeply. Washington, DC
978-0-307-46485-9 | $15.00/$18.00C | Broadway | TR | E 978-0-307-46486-6

John Elder Robison

Be Different: Adventures of a  
Free-Range Aspergian With Practical 
Advice for Aspergians, Misfits,  
Families & Teachers 
With disarming honesty and wit, Robison ar-
gues that Asperger’s syndrome is not so 
much about disability as it is about difference, 
offering anecdotes and stories drawn from 
his life, and the lives of other Aspergians, to 
illustrate his claim. Aspergians will find much 
to support them here as they navigate the 
world of “neurotypicals,” while all readers will 
come away with a deeper understanding of 
the attributes of Asperger’s—and of a truly 
unique mind. Amherst, MA

www.JohnRobison.com 

www.JERobison.Blogspot.com/
978-0-307-88482-4 | $14.00 | Broadway | TR

E  978-0-307-88483-1 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-88133-5

]  AD: 978-0-307-88134-2

 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Look Me In the Eye: My Life with Asperger’s 
978-0-307-39618-1 | $14.95/$16.95C | Three Rivers Press | TR

E  978-0-307-40572-2 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-4245-1 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-4247-5

Karen Russell
Swamplandia!
Thirteen-year-old Ava Bigtree has lived her 
entire life at Swamplandia!, her family’s island 
home and gator-wrestling theme park in the 
Florida Everglades. But when illness fells 
Ava’s mother, the park’s indomitable head-
liner, the family is plunged into chaos; her 
father withdraws, her sister falls in love with a 
spooky character known as the Dredgeman, 
and her brilliant big brother, Kiwi, defects to 
a rival park called The World of Darkness. As 
Ava sets out on a mission through the magi-

cal swamps to save them all, we are drawn into a lush and bravely imag-
ined debut that takes us to the shimmering edge of reality.  

An ALA Notable Book.

978-0-307-27668-1 | $14.95/$16.95C | Vintage | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-307-59544-7 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-74889-8 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-74890-4  

Marzena Sowa 
Illustrated by Sylvain Savoia

Marzi: A Memoir
In a similar vein as Persopolis, Marzi is 
a coming of age narrative that depicts 
childhood life behind the Iron Curtain in 
communist Poland. Marzi details the daily 
struggle of life in communist Poland while 
maintaining a child’s sense of curiosity 
and wonder. Set during an interesting 
time in Poland’s history where the workers 
movement was instrumental in chipping 
away at Soviet control and Marzi was 

figuring out life.
978-1-4012-2959-7 | $17.99 /$19.99C l Vertigo l TR | Nonfiction

Ron Suskind
A Hope in the Unseen:  
An American Odyssey from the  
Inner City to the Ivy League
Cedric Jennings is a bright and determined 
honor student at a high school in one of 
D.C.’s most dangerous neighborhoods. He 
eats lunch in a classroom most days, plow-
ing through the extra work he has asked for. 
Cedric Jennings’s driving ambition is to attend 
a top college. In September 1995, he realizes 
that ambition when he begins as a freshman 
at Brown University. Washington, DC

978-0-7679-0126-0 | $15.95/$22.95C | Broadway | TR | Nonfiction 

E  978-0-307-76308-2  
SELECTED BY: Watauga County, NC; Buffalo, NY; One Maryland, One Book; Willmette, IL; 
Summit, NJ; Logan, UT

Hannah Tinti
The Good Thief
A Dickensian cast of characters in 19th cen-
tury New England come brilliantly to life in this 
wondrous debut novel about an orphan boy 
and the colorful conman who claims to be his 
brother. New York

WINNER: ALA Alex Award

A Washington Post Best Book of 2008

A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2008
978-0-385-33746-5 | $15.00/$18.95C

Dial Press | TR | Fiction | E 978-0-440-33789-8

 

SELECTED BY: Rochester, NY

TIP FROM NANCY PEARL:
DO consider having a public program with the  
author answering questions from the audience, 
rather than offering a reading from the book.
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Monique Truong

Bitter in the Mouth: A Novel
Growing up in a small North Carolina town, 
Linda Hammerick knows that she is different. 
She can “taste” words. Feeling isolated, Linda 
finds her way with the help of her great uncle 
and her best friend, with whom she exchanges 
almost daily letters. Years later, drawn back 
home by a family tragedy, Linda finally uncov-
ers the startling story of her life.  Brooklyn, NY

Asian/Pacific American Award  
(Adult Fiction Honor)

978-0-8129-8132-2 | $15.00/$17.00C | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-679-60342-9 

Mark Twain
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Mark Twain’s story about a young boy and 
his journey down the Mississippi was the first 
great novel to speak in a truly American voice. 
The tale of Huck’s journey is a timeless look at 
prejudice, friendship, and the attainment  
of maturity.
978-0-375-75737-2 | $6.95/$9.95C  
Modern Library | TR | Fiction
978-0-553-21079-8 | $5.95/$6.99C | Bantam Classics | MM

E  978-0-679-64205-3 | ]  CD: 978-0-7366-8640-2 
 ]  AD: 978-1-4159-5360-0 | SP 978-0-307-39131-5

SELECTED BY: West Boylston, MA; Virginia, MN; Winona, MN; Bartlesville, OK

Mark Twain
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
One of the most splendid portraits of youth in 
all of literature, the light-hearted Tom Sawyer 
is written just as much for adults as it is for 
young boys and girls. 
978-0-375-75681-8 | $6.95/$9.95C 
Modern Library | TR | Fiction
978-0-553-21128-3 | $5.50/$7.50C 
Bantam | MM | Fiction

E  978-0-553-89834-7 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-2223-1

SELECTED BY: Fresno County Public Library (CA), Norwalk Public Library (CT), Massanutten
Regional Library (VA), Muscogee County Friends of Libraries (GA), Heermance Memorial Library
(NY), Galesburg Public Library (IL)

Karen Thompson Walker 

The Age of Miracles: A Novel 
Julia and her family awake one day to dis-
cover that the Earth’s rotation has begun to 
slow. The days and nights grow longer, and 
the environment is thrown into disarray. Yet 
as she struggles with an ever-shifting land-
scape, Julia is also coping with the disasters 
of everyday life—the fissures in her parents’ 
marriage, the loss of friends, and the hopeful 
anguish of first love. Brooklyn, NY 
 978-0-8129-9297-7 | $26.00 | Random House 
HC | Fiction 

978-0-385-67663-2 | $29.95C | Bond Street Books 

E  978-0-385-67664-9 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-97071-8 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-97072-5  

Jenny Wing�eld
The Homecoming of Samuel 
Lake: A Novel
Samuel Lake is a preacher with a powerful 
relationship to God. For all his goodness and 
devotion to his friends and family, however, 
he has one flaw—rigid rules about right and 
wrong. His fixed moral code comes strongly 
into play when Swan Lake, Samuel’s twelve-
year-old daughter, befriends and hides eight-
year-old Blade Ballenger, a boy from down 
the road who is being physically brutalized by 
his father. Samuel is forced to act outside of 

code and break through to what really matters in life—family. Texas
978-0-385-34409-8 | $15.00/$18.95C | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-307-37715-9 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-4715-9 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-4716-6  

Tobias Wolff
Old School
A brilliant literary novel about a young writer 
and his secret life at a New England prep 
school in the 1960s. 

“ A sharply drawn, acutely felt novel of moral 
inquiry…. Wolff has put his readers in the 
landscape tracked across by writers as dif-
ferent as J. M. Coetzee, Philip Roth, and, 
going back, Conrad and Hawthorne.” 

—The Washington Post Book World

A New York Times Notable Book

WINNER: Booklist Editor’s Choice for Young Adults 

WINNER: PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction

978-0-375-70149-8 | $13.00/$16.00C | Vintage | TR | Fiction

E  978-1-4000-9525-4 | ]  CD: 978-0-7366-9880-1

SELECTED BY: The Libraries of Greater Kansas City, MO; Roseville Public Library, CA; 
Bellingham Public Library, WA; Ephrata Public Library, PA

Markus Zusak
The Book Thief
Set during World War II in Germany,  
this groundbreaking novel is the story of Liesel 
Meminger, a foster girl living outside  
of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager  
existence for herself by stealing when she  
encounters something she can’t resist—
books. With the help of her accordion-playing 
foster father, she learns to read and shares 
her stolen books with her neighbors during 
bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man 
hidden in her basement before he is marched 

to Dachau. Sydney, Australia
978-0-375-84220-7 | $11.99/$15.99C | Knopf Books for Young Readers | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-307-43384-8 | ]  CD: 978-0-7393-3800-1 | ]  AD: 978-0-7393-4834-5

SP 978-0-307-47573-2   

SELECTED BY: Salt Lake City, UT; Loudon County, VA; Fairhaven, WA; North Reading, 
MA Reads, Greenwich, CT; Zionsville, IN; Vincennes, IN
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Jim Abbott and Tim Brown 

Imperfect: An Improbable Life 
Born without a right hand, Jim Abbott as a 
boy dreamed of being a great athlete. Raised 
in Flint, Michigan, by parents who saw in his 
condition not a disability but an extraordinary 
opportunity, Jim became a standout athlete in 
high school, then an ace pitcher for the Univer-
sity of Michigan. But this was only beginning. 
In this insightful memoir, Abbott reveals the 
insecurities of a life spent as the different one. 
Anaheim, CA 
 978-0-345-52325-9 | $26.00/$31.00C | Ballantine Books 
HC | Baseball/Memoir 

978-0-345-52326-6 | $17.00/$20.00C | Ballantine Books | TR | March 2013 

E  978-0-345-52327-3 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-99053-2 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-99054-9

Maya Angelou
I Know Why The  
Caged Bird Sings
A phenomenal #1 bestseller, this memoir 
traces Maya Angelou’s childhood in a small, 
rural community in Arkansas during the 
1930s. Filled with images and recollections 
that point to the dignity and courage of 
black men and women, Angelou paints a 
sometimes disquieting, but always affect-
ing, picture of the people—and the times 
—that touched her life. New York, NY and 
Winston-Salem, NC

978-0-8129-8002-8 | $17.00/$20.00C | Random House | TR | Nonfiction
978-0-345-51440-0 | $6.99/$8.99C | Ballantine | MM 

E  978-0-307-47772-9 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-87939-4 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-87940-0

SELECTED BY: Forsyth County, NC; Rome/Floyd County, GA; Kankakee County, IL

Maziar Bahari and Aimee Molloy

Then They Came for Me:   
A Family’s Story of Love, Captivity,  
and Survival
In this riveting account of three generations 
of a family’s persecution, Maziar Bahari writes 
of his incarceration for 118 days in an Iranian 
prison in 2009, and of his father and sister’s 
imprisonment by earlier political regimes. 
Drawing on their courage to inspire him, 
Bahari survived, and since his release has 
become one of the most outspoken  
 critics of human rights abuses in Iran.  
London, England

978-0-8129-8180-3 | $17.00/$19.00C | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-679-60419-8 

Katherine Boo 
Behind the Beautiful Forevers: 
Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai 
Undercity 
From Pulitzer Prize-winner Katherine Boo, 
comes a landmark work of narrative nonfic-
tion. Annawadi is a makeshift settlement in 
the shadow of luxury hotels near the Mumbai 
airport, and as India starts to prosper, An-
nawadians are electric with hope. But then 
one man is falsely accused in a shocking 
tragedy; terror and recession rock the city; 
and suppressed tensions over religion, 

caste, and sex turn brutal. The intersection of individual hopes with the 
greatest global truths. Washington, D.C. 
978-1-4000-6755-8 | $27.00/$32.00C | Random House | HC | Nonfiction 
978-0-8129-7932-9 | $17.00/$20.00C | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | February 2013 

E  978-0-679-64395-1 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-93407-9 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-93408-6 

James Bradley with Ron Powers
Flags of Our Fathers
In February 1945, American Marines plunged 
into the surf at Iwo Jima—and into history.  
An epic look at a generation at war, this is his-
tory told with keen insight, enormous honesty, 
and the passion of a son paying homage to 
his father. It is the story of the difference be-
tween truth and myth, the meaning of being 
a hero, and the essence of the human expe-
rience of war. New York
978-0-553-38415-4 | $14.00/$18.95C  
Bantam | TR | Nonfiction

0-553-58934-4 | $7.99/$10.99C | Bantam | MM

E  978-0-553-90276-1 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-2834-9 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-4475-2
Young Reader’s Edition: 978-0-440-22920-9

Also adapted for Young Adults by Michael French:

978-0-385-73064-8 | $8.95/$13.95C | Delacorte Books for Young Readers | TR
978-0-440-22920-9 | $6.50/$7.50C | Laurel Leaf | MM

 LP: 978-0-7393-2659-6  

SELECTED BY: Delaware County, PA; Lafayette, IN; Traverse City, MI

Edwidge Danticat
Create Dangerously:  
The Immigrant Artist at Work
Inspired by an Albert Camus lecture and 
adapted from her own lectures for Princeton 
University’s Toni Morrison Lecture Series, 
this deeply personal book by award-winning 
author Edwidge Danticat tells the stories of 
artists who create despite (or because of) the 
horrors that drove them from their homelands.
978-0-307-94643-0 | $14.95/$16.95C | Vintage | TR 
Nonfiction

E  978-0-307-94650-8

SELECTED BY: Philadelphia, PA
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E. L. Doctorow
The March
With scope and an enormous cast of charac-
ters—generals, enlisted men, freed slaves, 
plantation owners, men and women, blacks 
and whites, the uprooted, the dispossessed 
and the triumphant—here is a war novel writ-
ten with insight and compassion. Sherman’s 
great march in Doctorow’s hands becomes 
something more—a floating world, a nomadic 
consciousness with awesome relevance to 
our own times. New York, NY
 978-0-8129-7615-1 | $14.95/$21.00C Random House | 
TR | Fiction

E  978-1-58836-509-5 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-2420-4 | ]  AD: 978-0-7393-4561-0

 LP: 978-0-375-72848-8  

SELECTED BY: Davie County, NC; Clarendon Hills, IL

E. L. Doctorow 
Homer & Langley: A Novel 
Spanning from WWI to the 1980’s, this new 
novel is inspired by Collyer brothers, a pair of 
compulsive hoarders from an old New York 
family who lived as recluses in a Fifth Avenue 
brownstone. New York, NY
978-0-8129-7563-5 | $15.00/$17.00C 
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR

E  978-1-58836-897-3 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-6563-4

]  AD: 978-1-4159-6564-1 |  LP: 978-0-7393-2867-5

John Donnelly 
A Twist of Faith:  
An American Christian’s Quest to  
Help Orphans in Africa
The story of David Nixon who, despite  
personal struggles, the corruption of local  
officials, and the heartbreak of losing orphans 
to the AIDS epidemic, saves himself by  
saving others in a place nothing like home. 
With money raised from his church he sets 
off to do what so many well-intentioned Ameri-
cans do in Africa: build an orphanage but 
slowly comes to realize, that he must aban-

don his preconceived ideas about how to help others and listen to what 
the Malawians actually want and need. 
978-0-8070-0132-5 | $25.95 /$30.00C l Beacon Press l HC | Nonfiction
978-0-8070-0116-5 | $16.00 /$18.00C l Beacon Press | TR | February 2013

E  978-0-8070-0133-2

Dave Eggers
What is the What
A moving, extraordinary novel about one of 
the Sudanese Lost Boys and his struggle for 
survival. Written with expansive humanity and 
surprising humor, we come to understand the 
nature of the conflicts in Sudan, the refugee 
experience in America, the dreams of the 
Dinka people, and the challenge one indomi-
table man faces in a world collapsing around 
him. San Francisco, CA
 978-0-307-38590-1 | $15.95/NCR | Vintage | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-307-39036-3  

SELECTED BY: Arlington, MA Reads Together; Marin County, CA; One Book South Dakota;
Philadelphia, PA; San Mateo County, CA; Thousnd Oaks, CA

Dave Eggers
Zeitoun
A riveting account of Katrina and a shocking 
tale of wrongful arrest and racism, this is the 
true story of one Syrian-American, plucked 
from his home and accused of terrorism,  
written by one of America’s most high-profile 
literary writers. San Francisco, CA
978-0-307-38794-3 | $15.95/NCR Vintage | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-307-73943-8

 

SELECTED BY: San Francisco, CA; Greenwich, CT

Hans Fallada
Every Man Dies Alone: A Novel
It presents a richly detailed portrait of life in 
Berlin under the Nazis and tells the sweeping 
saga of one working-class couple who de-
cides to take a stand when their only son is 
killed at the front. With nothing but their grief 
and each other against the awesome power 
of the Reich, they launch a simple, clandes-
tine resistance campaign that soon has an 
enraged Gestapo on their trail.  
Deceased

“A signal literary event of 2009.” 
—The New York Times Book Review

“What Iréne Némirovsky’s Suite Française did for wartime France after 
six decades in obscurity, Fallada does for wartime Berlin.” 

—Roger Cohen, New York Times

A New York Times Notable Book of 2009

A San Francisco Chronicle Best Book of 2009

978-1-935554-04-2 | $16.95/$19.95C | Melville House | TR | Fiction

E 978-1-935554-05-9

TIPS FROM NANCY PEARL:
DO choose a character driven book.
DO know your capacity for programming before 
you begin planning.
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Fabio Geda
In the Sea There Are Croco-
diles: The Story Enaiatollah Akbari
Based on a true story this incredibly moving 
narrative portrays a young refugee boy’s  
extraordinary will to survive on a harrowing 
journey from Afghanistan to Italy that started 
when he was ten. In order to save him his 
mother abandons him and he makes his way 
through Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, Greece, and  
finally to Italy. Reveals the triumph of the 
human spirit. A classic. London, UK
978-0-307-74382-4 | $14.95 | Anchor | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-385-53474-1 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-94420-7 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-94421-4

Winston Groom
Shiloh, 1862
In this thrilling narrative account of the first 
devastating battle of the Civil War, Groom 
paints vivid portraits of the key players and 
epic moments immortalized at Shiloh. The 
Battle of Shiloh would single-handedly 
change the psyche of the military, politicians, 
and American people—North and South-
about what they had actually unleashed by 
creating a Civil War.
978-1-4262-0874-4 | $30.00 $34.00C | National Geo-
graphic l HC l Nonfiction 

E  978-1-4262-0879-9

Peter Heller
The Dog Stars
Hig survived the flu that killed everyone he 
knows. He lives in the hangar of a small 
abandoned airport with his dog, his only 
neighbor a gun-toting misanthrope. In his 
1956 Cessna, Hig flies the perimeter of the 
airfield or sneaks off to the mountains to fish 
and pretend that things are the way they 
used to be. But when a random transmission 
somehow beams through his radio, the voice 
ignites a hope deep inside him that a better 
life—something like his old life—exists 

 beyond the airport. 
978-0-307-95994-2 | $24.95/$27.95C | Knopf | HC | Fiction
978-0-307-95047-5 | $15.00/$18.00C | Vintage | TR | May 2013

E  978-0-307-96093-1 | ]  CD: 978-0-449-01313-7 | ]  AD: 978-0-449-01314-4

Laura Hillenbrand

Unbroken: A World War II Story of 
Survival, Resilience, and Redemption
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air 
Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific 
Ocean and disappeared, leaving a young lieu-
tenant, Louis Zamperini afloat. Ahead of him 
lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping 
sharks, a floundering raft, thirst and starva-
tion, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even 
greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, 
Zamperini would answer desperation with 
ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and 

humor; brutality with rebellion. Telling an unforgettable story of a man’s 
journey into extremity, Unbroken is a testament to the resilience of the 
human mind, body, and spirit. Washington, D.C.
978-1-4000-6416-8 | $27.00/$31.00C | Random House | HC | Nonfiction

E  978-0-679-60375-7 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-6274-9 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-6276-3  

Lloyd Jones
Mister Pip
On a remote war-ravaged island, all of the 
teachers have fled, disrupting school for  
thirteen-year-old Matilda and the other  
village children. Eccentric Mr.Watts, the only 
white man who has stayed on the island, 
agrees to become their teacher and com-
mences reading to them from Great Expecta-
tions. Pip’s story revitalizes the small 
community, giving hope to those who have 
never before considered an outside world. 
But imagination is a dangerous thing on an 

island at war. Wellington, New Zealand
978-0-385-34107-3 | $12.00 | Dial Press | TR | Fiction
978-0-676-97928-2 | $21.00C | Vintage Canada | TR

E 978-0-440-33716-4 |  

Jane Kirkpatrick

The Daughter’s Walk: A Novel
In 1896, in order to save the family farm, Clara 
Estby reluctantly accompanies her mother 
on a cross-country journey that redefines a 
mother’s tragedy and a daughter’s desire. 
Over two decades, friends and faith help 
Carla move through a family betrayal and 
into a future of her own design. But will the 
tentacles of the past keep her from finding the 
real joy in forgiveness? The walk Helga and 
Clara took is only the beginning of the story 
and it impacted their lives long after the last 

step was taken. And a walk could do the same for you! Oregon

“Kirkpatrick is a master at using fiction to illuminate history’s truths. This 
beautiful and compelling work of historical fiction deserves the widest 
possible audience.” —Publishers Weekly (Starred Review)

978-1-4000-7429-7 | $14.99/$16.99C | WaterBrook Press | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-307-72941-5 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-88166-3 | ]  978-0-307-88167-0 |  

The Daughter’s Walk Kit
www.waterbrookmultnomah.com/daughterswalkkit

•  Step-byStep Guide to hosting a  • Flyer 
Daughter’s Walk event • Map

• Bookmarks • Discussion Questions
• Postcards • Video
• Bag Stuffer
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Jonathan Kozol 
Amazing Grace:  
The Lives of Children and  
the Conscience of a Nation
Jonathan Kozol delivers a vivid and stunning 
portrait of the South Bronx, a neighborhood 
ravaged by drugs, violence, hunger, AIDS, 
and antipathy. He takes us inside rat-infested 
homes that are freezing in the winter, over-
crowded schools, dysfunctional clinics and 
soup kitchens and introduces us to ministers, 
teachers, drug pushers, and, perhaps most 
powerful, children. Amidst all of the despair, it 

is the very young whose luminous capacity for love and a transcendent 
sense of faith in human decency give reason for hope.
978-0-7704-3566-0 | $15.00 /$18.00C | Broadway l TR | Nonfiction

E  978-0-7704-3566-0 

Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn
Half the Sky: Turning  
Oppression into Opportunity for 
Women Worldwide
Through moving and emotional individual 
stories of women and girls around the world, 
Kristof and WuDunn help us see that the 
key to economic progress lies in unleashing 
women’s potential. They make clear how so 
many people have helped to do just that, and 
how we can each do our part. Throughout 
much of the world, the greatest unexploited 
economic resource is the female half of the 

population. Advocating women’s rights globally is not only the right thing 
to do; it’s also the best strategy for fighting poverty. Scarsdale, NY
978-0-307-38709-7 | $15.95/$18.95C | Vintage | TR | Nonfiction 

E  978-0-307-27315-4

Carlotta Walls Lanier  
and Lisa Frazier Page;  
Foreward by Bill Clinton
A Mighty Long Way:  
My Journey to Justice at Little Rock 
Central High School
The youngest of the Little Rock Nine tells her 
tale of how an unsuspecting 14-year-old girl 
and her supportive African-American family 
found themselves at the center of a struggle 
that permanently altered the landscape of 
American education.  
Englewood, CO

978-0-345-51101-0 | $16.00/$19.00C | One World | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-345-51724-1

Elizabeth Letts 
The Eighty-Dollar Champion: 
Snowman, The Horse That Inspired a 
Nation 
Harry de Leyer first saw the horse he would 
name Snowman on a truck bound for the 
slaughterhouse. The Dutch immigrant rec-
ognized the spark in the beaten-up nag and 
bought him for eighty dollars. Against extraor-
dinary odds, the pair climbed to the very top 
of the sport of show jumping, and their story 
of unstoppable hope captured the heart of 
Cold War–era America. Baltimore, MD 

978-0-345-52109-5 | $16.00/$19.00C | Ballantine Books | TR | Nonfiction 

E 978-0-345-52110-1

Jack London
The Call of the Wild
The story of Buck, a dog stolen from his home 
and thrust into the merciless life of the Arctic 
north to endure hardship, bitter cold, and the 
savage lawlessness of man and beast.
978-0-553-21233-4 | $4.99/$6.99C 
Bantam | MM | Fiction

E  978-0-553-89814-9

]  CD: 978-0-307-71026-0 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-71029-1

SELECTED BY: Jacksonville Public Libraries Foundation, Inc. (FL), Aurora Public Library (CO),
King County Library System (WA), Hudson Area Association Library (NY)

Toni Morrison
Home
Frank Money is an angry, self-loathing vet-
eran of the Korean War who, after traumatic 
experiences on the front lines, finds himself 
back in racist America with more than just 
physical scars. His home may seem alien to 
him, but he is shocked out of his crippling 
apathy by the need to rescue his medically 
abused younger sister and take her back to 
the small Georgia town they come from and 
that he’s hated all his life. As Frank revisits his 
memories from childhood and the war that 

have left him questioning his sense of self, he discovers a profound  
courage he had thought he could never possess again.  A deeply moving 
novel about an apparently defeated man finding his manhood—and his 
home.
978-0-307-59416-7 | $24.00 | Knopf | HC | Fiction
978-0-307-39972-4 | $25.95C | Knopf Canada | HC
978-0-307-74091-5 | $15.00 | Vintage | TR | January 2013
978-0-307-39973-1 | $21.00C | Vintage Canada | TR | February 2013

E  978-0-307-95987-4 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-74906-2 | ]  978-0-307-74907-9  
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Julie Otsuka
When the Emperor Was Divine
Julie Otsuka paints a portrait of the World 
War II Japanese internment camps unlike any 
we have ever seen. In five chapters, each 
flawlessly executed from a different point 
of view—the mother receiving the order to 
evacuate; the daughter on the long train ride 
to the camp; the son in the desert encamp-
ment; the family’s return to their home; and 
the bitter release of the father after more than 
four years in captivity —she has created a 
small tour de force. New York City

978-0-385-72181-3 | $10.95/$15.95C | Anchor | TR | Fiction 

E  978-0-307-43021-2 | ]  CD: 978-0-385-36248-1 | ]  AD: 978-0-385-36249-8

SELECTED BY: Santa Barbara, CA; Silicon Valley, CA; Westport, CT; Winnetka-Northfield, IL;
Carmel, IN; Iowa City, IA; Shawnee County, KS; St. Peter, MN; Seattle, WA; Cheshire, CT; 
Johnson County, IA; Topeka, KS; Concord NH; Logan, UT; Salt Lake city, UT; Ipswich, MA; 
Glendale, CA; Howard County, MI

Julie Otsuka

The Buddha in the Attic: A Novel
In six unforgettable, incantatory sections the 
reader follows a group of women brought 
from Japan to San Francisco in the early 
1900s as mail-order brides. Nothing has 
prepared them for the tremulous first nights 
with their new husbands—backbreaking toil 
as migrant workers or serv ants–the struggle 
to learn a new language–having children who 
reject their heritage—and finally, the arrival of 
war and the agonizing prospect of internment. 

New York City.
978-0-307-74442-5 | $13.95/$16.95C | Anchor | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-307-70046-9 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-94075-9 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-94076-6  

Deborah Rodriguez and Kristin Ohlson
Kabul Beauty School:  
An American Woman Goes  
Behind the Veil
The story of the beauty school Debbie  
Rodriguez founded in Kabul, woven through 
with the stories of Debbie’s students— 
including the newlywed who must fake her 
own virginity, the 12-year-old bride who  
has been sold into marriage to pay her  
family’s debts and the brilliant former medic 
who has not left her house for thirty years.  
Kabul, Afghanistan

978-0-8129-7673-1 | $14.95/$19.95C | Random House | TR | Nonfiction

E  978-1-58836-607-8 

Salman Rushdie 

Joseph Anton: A Memoir 
On February 14, 1989, Salman Rushdie 
learned that he had been “sentenced to 
death” by the Ayatollah Khomeini. It was the 
first time Rushdie heard the word fatwa. His 
crime? To have written a novel called The 
Satanic Verses, which was accused of being 
“against Islam, the Prophet, and the Quran.” 
So begins the extraordinary memoir of how 
a writer was forced underground. New York 
and London 
 978-0-8129-9278-6 | $30.00 | Random House | HC 
Nonfiction | September 2012 

978-0-307-40136-6 | $34.95C | Knopf Canada 

E  978-0-679-64388-3 | ]  CD: 978-0-449-80783-5 | ]  AD: 978-0-449-80784-2

Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows
The Guernsey Literary and  
Potato Peel Pie Society
January 1946: writer Juliet Ashton receives 
a letter from a stranger, a founding member 
of the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 
Society. And so begins a remarkable tale of 
the island of Guernsey during the German oc-
cupation, and of a society as extraordinary as 
its name. Northern CA

Additional web-based resources available at 
www.GuernseyLiterary.com
 978-0-385-34100-4 | $14.00/$16.50C The Dial Press 
TR | Fiction

E  978-0-440-33797-3 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-5440-9 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-5442-3

SELECTED BY: Rehoboth, MA; NH Lakes Region Reads; One Book, One Coppell, TX; 
Reading Across Rhode Island; Douglas One Book/Carson Reads, NV; Saratoga Reads; 
Sandy, OR; Sedalia, MO

Mary Shelley
Frankenstein
Written in 1816 when she was only nineteen, 
Mary Shelley’s novel of “The Modern Pro-
metheus” chillingly dramatized the dangerous 
potential of life begotten upon a laboratory 
table. It is a subversive and morbid story 
warning against the dehumanization of art and 
the corrupting influence of science. Packed 
with allusions and literary references, it is also 
one of the best thrillers ever written.  
Deceased
 978-0-375-75341-1 | $7.95/$10.95C 
Modern Library | TR | Fiction

978-0-553-21247-1 | $4.95/$6.95C | Bantam Classics | MM 

E  978-0-553-89803-3 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-0269-1 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-91619-8

SELECTED BY: Colorado Springs, CO; Allen County, IN; Valparaiso, IN; Duluth, MN; Ithaca, NY;
Milwaukee, WI; Tacoma, WA
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Nevil Shute
On the Beach
We are reintroducing Shute’s classic  
novels to a new generation, beginning with 
On the Beach and A Town Like Alice. Nevil 
Shute’s most powerful and famous novel— 
a bestseller for decades after its 1957 pub-
lication—is an unforgettable vision of a post-
apocalyptic world. After a nuclear World War 
III has destroyed most of the globe, the few 
remaining survivors in southern Australia await 
the radioactive cloud that is heading their way. 
A remarkably convincing portrait of how ordi-

nary people might face the most unimaginable nightmare. Deceased
978-0-307-47399-8 | $15.00/$18.95C | Vintage | TR | Fiction 
E 978-0-307-47698-2

ALSO AVAILABLE BY THIS AUTHOR:

A Town Like Alice
978-0-307-47400-1 | $15.00/$18.95C | Vintage | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-307-47697-5 

Elizabeth Strout
Olive Kitteridge: Fiction
Deep, luminous narratives about a small town 
in Maine, linked by the presence, at center 
stage or side stage, of their larger-than-life title 
character, Olive Kitteridge. As the townspeo-
ple grapple with their problems, mild and dire, 
Olive is brought to a deeper understanding of 
herself and her life, sometimes painfully, but 
always with ruthless honesty. Olive Kitteridge 
offers profound insights into the human condi-
tion, its conflicts, its tragedies and joys, and 
the endurance it requires. New York, NY

WINNER: Pulizer Prize
WINNER: An ALA Notable Book

978-0-8129-7183-5 | $14.00/$16.50C | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction

E 978-1-58836-688-7  

SELECTED BY: readME stories: Maine Center for Creativity

Carolyn Wall
Sweeping up Glass
Destined to be a classic—and receiving  
comparisons to To Kill A Mockingbird—this  
is a tough and tender novel of love, race,  
and justice, and a ferocious, unflinching look 
at the power of family. An ideal discussion 
book, given its social relevance, examining the 
long-lasting ramifications of bigotry,  
intolerance, and surviving economic hardship. 
Oklahoma
978-0-385-34303-9 | $14.00/$16.50C  
Delta | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-440-33850-5 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-6320-3 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-6321-0

 
SELECTED BY: Thousand Oaks, CA

Walter Van Tilburg Clark
The Ox-Bow Incident
Set in 1885, The Ox-Bow Incident is a  
realistic portrait of frontier life and mob  
violence in the American West. First published in 
1940, it focuses on the lynching of three inno-
cent men and the tragedy that ensues when 
law and order are abandoned. The  
result is an emotionally powerful, vivid, and 
unforgettable re-creation of the Western novel, 
which Clark transmuted into a universal story 
about good and evil, individual and commu-
nity, justice and human nature.

978-0-375-75702-0 | $10.95/$16.95C | Modern Library | TR | Fiction
978-0-8129-7258-0 | $5.95/$7.50C | Modern Library | MM

E  978-0-307-80740-3

SELECTED BY: Chicago, IL

John Grisham
The Innocent Man: Murder and  
Injustice in a Small Town
In 1982, a 21-year-old cocktail waitress was 
raped and murdered; with a case built on 
junk science and the testimony of jailhouse 
snitches, Ron Williamson was sent to death 
row. If you believe that in America you are in-
nocent until proven guilty, this book will shock 
you; if you believe in the death penalty, it will 
disturb you; if you believe the criminal justice 
system is fair, it will infuriate you. Mississippi 
and Charlottesville,VA

978-0-385-34091-5 | $16.00/$20.00C | Delta | TR | Nonfiction
978-0-440-24383-0 | $7.99/$11.99C | Dell | MM 

E  978-0-307-57601-9 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-3307-7 | ]  AD: 978-0-7393-4685-3

Dashiell Hammett 
The Maltese Falcon
The legendary Sam Spade tracks down a 
treasure worth killing for in Hammett’s indelible 
classic, which remains known as one of the 
best detective stories ever written. 

“ The Maltese Falcon is not only probably the 
best detective story we have ever read, it is 
an exceedingly well written novel.” 

–The Times Literary Supplement (London)

978-0-679-72264-9 | $12.95/$14.95C  
Vintage | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-307-76751-6 | ]  CD: 978-0-7366-6047-1

SELECTED BY: Sno-Isle Libraries, NE; Grand Rapids Public Library, MI; Phoenix Public Library
Foundation, AZ; City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs, CA; Scranton Public Library,
PA; Buffalo & Erie County Public Library, NY; Peoria Public Library, NC; Champaign Public 
Library, IL; Caldwell County Public Library, AZ

Crime and Justice
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Noah Hawley
The Good Father
Dr. Paul Allen lives a contented life in Westport 
with his second wife and their twin sons—
hard won after a failed marriage earlier in his 
career that produced a son named Daniel. In 
the harrowing opening scene, Dr. Allen is 
home with his family when a televised news 
report announces that the Democratic candi-
date for president has been shot at a rally, 
and Daniel is caught on video as the assassin. 
This is an absorbing and honest novel about 
the responsibilities—and limitations—of being 

a parent and our capacity to provide our children with unconditional love 
in the face of an unthinkable situation.
978-0-385-53553-3 | $25.95/30.00C | Doubleday | HC | Fiction
978-0-307-94791-8 | $15.95/$18.95C | Anchor | TR | January 2013

E  | 978-0-385-53561-8 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-97027-5 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-97028-2

William Landay 

Defending Jacob: A Novel 
Andy Barber has been a respected assistant 
district attorney in his suburban Massachu-
setts county for more than twenty years. But 
when a shocking crime shatters their New 
England town, Andy is blindsided by what 
happens next: His fourteen-year-old son is 
charged with the murder of a fellow student. 
Boston 
978-0-385-34422-7 | $26.00/$31.00C | Delacorte Press 
HC | Fiction 

E  978-0-345-52759-2

Erik Larson
In the Garden of Beasts:  
Love, Terror, and an American Family 
in Hitler’s Berlin
Berlin, 1933. William E. Dodd is a mild-
mannered academic from Chicago who to his 
own and everyone else’s surprise becomes 
America’s first ambassador to Hitler’s Ger-
many, in a year that proves to be a turning 
point in history. Suffused with the tense atmo-
sphere of the times, and with brilliant portraits 
of Hitler, Goebbels, Goering, and Himmler, In 
the Garden of Beasts lends a unique, eyewit-

ness perspective on events as they unfold in real time, revealing an era of 
surprising nuance and complexity. The result is an unforgettable, addic-
tively readable work of narrative nonfiction. Seattle, WA
978-0-307-40885-3 | $16.00/$19.00C | Broadway | TR | Nonfiction

E  978-0-307-88795-5 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-91459-0 
]  AD: 978-0-307-91460-6 |   LP: 978-0-7393-7814-4  

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Devil in the White City: Murder, 
Magic, and Madness at the Fair that 
Changed America
978-0-3075-72560-9 | $15.95/$17.95C | Vintage | TR

E  978-1-4000-7631-4 | ]  CD: 978-0-7366-9230-4 | 
]  AD: 978-0-7393-5301-1  

 SELECTED BY: Sharon, MA; Downers Grove, IL; Stoughton,
 MA; Lincoln, NE

Naguib Mahfouz
The Thief and the Dogs
This haunting novella of post-revolutionary 
Egypt combines a vivid pychological portrait 
of an anguished man with the suspense and 
rapid pace of a detective story. 

“ [Mahfouz] is not only a Hugo and a Dickens, 
but also a Galsworthy, a Mann, a Zola, and 
a Jules Romains.”  —Edward Said 

978-0-385-26462-4 | $12.95/$14.95C | Anchor

TR | Fiction  

SELECTED BY: Florida Center for the Literary Arts at Miami Dade College, FL; Columbia  
University in the City of New York, NY; South Dakota Humanities Council, SD; Huntsville-
Madison County Public Library, AL

Alexander McCall Smith
The No. 1 Ladies’  
Detective Agency
Precious Ramotswe’s keen knowledge of the 
human mind and heart, and steadfast sense of 
right and wrong, makes her a heroine whose 
personality inspires trust, warmth, and gener-
osity in all who meet her. Scotland
978-1-4000-3477-2 | $12.95/$18.95C | Anchor | TR | Fiction
978-1-4000-9688-6 | $6.99/$10.99C | Anchor | MM

E  978-1-4000-7765-6  

And for Young Readers:

The Great Cake Mystery: Precious Ramotswe’s  
Very First Case: A Number 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency 
Book for Young Readers
978-0-307-74389-3 | $6.99/$7.99C | Anchor | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-307-74390-9 | ]  CD: 978-0-449-01140-9 | ]  AD: 978-0-449-01143-0  

SELECTED BY: Grand Rapids, MI; Monterey, CA; Carlsbad, CA; Howard County, IN;
Marquette, MI; Pierce County, WA

Susan Carol McCarthy
Lay That Trumpet In Our Hands
Inspired by true events, this explosive novel 
brings to light a racially charged murder in 
the spring of 1951—a crime that sparks an 
extraordinary act of courage and sweeps an 
entire nation toward change. Carlsbad, CA
978-0-553-38103-0 | $15.00/$18.95C | Bantam 
TR | Fiction

E  978-0-307-41819-7    

 SELECTED BY: Tampa-Hillsborough County, FL; 
 St. Augustine-St. Johns County Libraries, FL;
 East Lansing, MI; Montcalm, MI

Thomas Mullen
The Last Town on Earth
Pacific Northwest, 1918: a small mill town 
votes to quarantine itself as the deadly influ-
enza epidemic rages. When a young guard 
accidentally kills a soldier seeking shelter in 
the town, a series of events unfolds that 
threatens the beliefs, and survival, of everyone 
in the community. Washington, DC
978-0-8129-7592-5 | $13.95/$17.95C | Random House 
 TR | Fiction 
E  978-1-58836-564-4  

 SELECTED BY: Western, NY
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Stephen G. Bloom and  
Peter Feldstein
The Oxford Project
The Project began in 1984, when pho-
tographer Peter Feldstein set out to 
photograph every single resident of his 
town, Oxford, IA (pop. 676). Twenty 
years later, he went back to do it again. 
What emerges is a living composite of a 
quintessential Midwestern community, 
told through the words and images of its 
residents—then and now. Iowa 

WINNER: ALA ALEX Award

978-1-59962-087-9 | $29.95/$34.00C | Welcome Books | TR | Nonfiction

Tom Brokaw
The Time of Our Lives:  
Past, Present, Promise
Tom Brokaw’s mother grew up on a farm in 
South Dakota during the Great Depression. 
But by the 1950s, the Brokaws had an easier 
life. The generation of Tom’s grandchildren, 
born into the great prosperity of the late twen-
tieth century, have almost the opposite kind of 
life and expectations. Now, the idea that each 
generation will enjoy more than the last has 
been discredited. So where do we go from 
here? In this wonderful book, Tom Brokaw 

writes about where we have been, where we are now, where we ought to 
go, and how we can get there, through stories of four generations in his 
family and other families. New York, NY; Montana
978-0-8129-7512-3 | $17.00/$20.00C | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction

E  978-0-679-64392-0 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-3645-0 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-93281-5 |  

Susan Cain

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a 
World That Can’t Stop Talking
Quiet is a paradigm-shifting book that shows 
how dramatically our culture has come to 
misunderstand and undervalue introverts, 
and gives introverts the tools to take full 
advantage of their strengths. Passionately 
argued, superbly researched, and filled with 
indelible stories of real people, Quiet has the 
power to permanently change how we see 
introverts and, equally important, how they 
see themselves. 

978-0-307-35214-9 | $26.00/ $28.00C | Crown | HC | Nonfiction 
978-0-307-35215-6 | $16.00/$19.00C | Broadway | TR | January 2013

E  978-0-307-45220-7 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-5912-1 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-5914-5

Dan Chaon
Await Your Reply
From National Book Award-nominated  
author comes a spellbinding literary novel of 
three strangers, drawn into a world in which 
identities are invented and reinvented, pasts 
are erased, and the future is both seductively 
uncharted and perilously unmoored.  
Cleveland, OH

WINNER: An ALA Notable Book

978-0-345-47603-6 | $14.00/$17.99C 
Ballantine | TR | Fiction

E  978-0-345-51702-9

SELECTED BY: Columbia, MO; Boone County, MO

Emily Dickinson
Selected Poems of  
Emily Dickinson
While relatively unknown during her life, the 
oft-quoted Emily Dickinson is now considered 
one of the finest poets of the 20th century. 
This slim volume highlights her greatest works.
978-0-679-78335-0 | $12.00/$15.00C  
Modern Library | TR | Poetry

 SELECTED BY: New York Botanical Garden

Firoozeh Dumas
Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of  
Growing Up Iranian in America
In 1972, when she was seven, Firoozeh 
Dumas and her family moved from Iran  
to Southern California, arriving with no first-
hand knowledge of America. This unforgetta-
ble story of identity, discovery, and the power 
of family love chronicles the American journey 
of Firoozeh’s wonderfully engaging family and  
Firoozeh herself. Northern California
 978-0-8129-6837-8 | $14.00/$16.50C  
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction 
E 978-0-307-43099-1  

SELECTED BY: Orange County and Whittier, CA; Berkely, CA; Carlsbad, CA; Palo Alto, CA; 
Dayton, OH; Bensenville, IL; Brentwood, CA; Concord, NH

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Laughing Without an Accent
978-0-345-49957-8 | $15.00/$17.50C 
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-345-50717-4

SELECTED BY: Concord, NH

Identity

TIPS FROM NANCY PEARL:
DO �nd out before you decide to bring in the  
author if he or she is both easy to work with and 
comfortable meeting the public.
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Jamie Ford
Hotel on the Corner of  
Bitter and Sweet: A Novel
When Seattle’s famed Panama Hotel  
undergoes renovation in 1986, Henry Lee, 
now 56 years old, comes face to face with 
a relic from his past that unearths memories 
of his experiences during World War II—the 
young Japanese woman he loved and lost, 
the father who betrayed him—and sets him 
on a journey to repair the errors of  
his past. Great Falls, MT
 978-0-345-50534-7 | $15.00/$18.95C  
Ballantine | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-345-51250-5 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-6209-1 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-6210-7

SELECTED BY: Schnectady County, PL; Broomfield, CO; Our Region Reads: Coeur d’Alene, ID

Patricia Ellis Herr

Up: A Mother and Daughter’s  
Peakbagging Adventure
The exhilarating and sometimes harrowing 
story of the author’s quest, with her five-year-
old daughter, to climb all 48 of New Hamp-
shire’s mountains higher than 4,000 feet. 
Readers will delight in the expansive views 
and fresh air that only peakbaggers are af-
forded and will laugh out loud in this resonant, 
emotionally honest account of a mother’s 
determination to instill independence and fear-
lessness in her daughter, to teach her “that 

small doesn’t necessarily mean weak; that girls can be strong; and that 
big, bold things are possible.”
978-0-307-95207-3 | $14.00/$17.00C l Broadway l TR l Nonfiction

E 978-0-307-95207-3

Kristen Iversen

Full Body Burden: Growing Up in 
the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats
A haunting work of narrative nonfiction about 
a young woman growing up in a small Colo-
rado town close to Rocky Flats, a secret 
nuclear-weapons plant once designated “the 
most contaminated site in America.” Full 
Body Burden is the story of a young woman 
growing up in the shadow of the Cold War, 
in a landscape at once startlingly beautiful 
and—unknown to those who lived there—
tainted with invisible yet deadly particles of 

plutonium. It’s also a book about the destructive power of secrets—both 
family secrets and government secrets.
978-0-307-95563-0 | $25.00/$29.95C | Crown | HC l Nonfiction
978-0-307-95565-4 | $15.00/$18.00C | Broadway | TR | June 2013

E 9780307955647 | ]  CD 9780449009680 | ]  AD: 9780449009697 

Anouk Markovits

I Am Forbidden: A Novel
The extraordinary story of a sister who be-
lieves and a sister who rebels, set inside the 
most insular Hasidic sect, the Satmar. Span-
ning four generations, from pre-World War II 
Transylvania to 1960s Paris to contemporary 
New York, Markovits’s masterful novel shows 
what happens when unwavering love and 
unyielding law clash— two devoted sisters 
will be forced apart when one begins to 
question their religion’s ancient doctrine. One 
sister embraces and finds comfort in the 

constraints of the world she’s always known, while the other knows she 
will suffocate in a life without intellectual freedom. 
978-0-307-98473-9 |$25.00 l Hogarth l HC l Fiction
978-0-307-98474-6 | $14.00 | Hogarth | TR | February 2013
978-0-385-67673-1 | $29.95C | Bond Street Books | HC

E 978-0-307-98475-3 | ]  CD: 978-0-449-01053-2 | ]  AD:978-0-449-01054-9

Wes Moore
The Other Wes Moore:  
One Name, Two Fates
The true story of two boys born in the same 
neighborhood in the same town with the 
same name, and their starkly different fates. 
A powerful story about young black men in 
America—the ones who make it, the ones 
who don’t, and the difference. Jersey City, NJ 
Visit www.theotherwesmoore.com for  
author videos and more info.
978-0-385-52820-7 | $14.00/$17.00C | Spiegel & Grau 
TR | Nonfiction

E  978-1-58836-969-7 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-73603-1 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-73604-8  
Young Reader’s Edition: 978-0-385-74168-2

Azar Na�si
Reading Lolita in Tehran:  
A Memoir in Books
Every Thursday morning for two years in  
the Islamic Republic of Iran, a bold and  
inspired teacher named Azar Nafisi secretly 
gathered seven of her most committed  
female students to read forbidden Western 
classics. A remarkable exploration of the  
liberating power of literature. Washington, DC
978-0-8129-7106-4 | $15.00/$17.00C  
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-1-58836-079-3  

SELECTED BY: Bloomington, IN; Hartford, CT; Rolette, ND; South Hadlet, MA

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Azar Na�si
Things I’ve Been Silent About
Azar Nafisi delivers a stunning, personal  
memoir of growing up in a difficult family in 
Iran. Washington, DC
978-0-8129-7390-7 | $16.00/$19.95C 
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-1-58836-749-5 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-5825-4 
]  AD: 978-1-4159-5827-8 |  LP: 978-0-7393-2816-3
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Barack Obama
Dreams from My Father: 
A Story of Race and Inheritance
In this compelling memoir, the son of a black 
African father and a white American mother 
searches for a workable meaning to his life as 
a black American. The sudden death of his 
father inspires an emotional odyssey—first to 
a small town in Kansas, from which he retraces 
the migration of his mother’s family to Hawaii, 
and then to Kenya, where he meets the  
African side of his family, confronts the bitter 
truth of his father’s life, and at last reconciles 

his divided inheritance.
978-1-4000-8277-3 | $14.95/$21.00C | Three Rivers Press | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-307-39412-5 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-4139-3 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-4140-9

SP  978-0-307-47387-5  

SELECTED BY: Kansas Reads

R.J. Palacio
Wonder
August Pullman was born with a facial de-
formity that, up until now, has prevented him 
from going to a mainstream school. Starting 
5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing 
more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—
but his new classmates can’t get past Aug-
gie’s extraordinary face. Wonder begins from 
Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches 
to include his classmates, his sister, her 
boyfriend, and others. These perspectives 
converge in a portrait of one community’s 

struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.
978-0-375-86902-0 | $15.99/$17.99C | Alfred A. Knopf BFYR | HC

978-0-375-87306-5 | $7.99/$8.99C | Yearling | DG | February 2013 | E 978-0-375-89988-1

Selected By: Bowling Green, OH

Gaile Parkin 
Baking Cakes in Kigali
In Rwanda struggling to heal from a civil war, 
in a vibrant community ravaged by AIDS,  
people from all walks of life come to see 
Angel. They come to order a cake—as a gift, 
for celebration, or simply to remember. Africa
978-0-385-34344-2 | $15.00/NCR 
 Bantam | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-440-33879-6 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-57780-1

Edgar Allan Poe
Great Tales and Poems of  
Edgar Allan Poe
Edgar Allan Poe’s work has been chosen  
by 27 cities participating in the National  
Endowment for The Arts’ Big Read program, 
and only our edition contains the poems and 
stories discussed in the NEA’s support  
material, and their official reader’s guide.
978-0-307-47477-3 | $12.00/$15.00C | Vintage 
TR | Fiction 
E 978-0-307-78140-6  

Condoleezza Rice
Extraordinary, Ordinary People: 
A Memoir of Family
Condoleezza Rice evokes in rich detail her  
remarkable childhood, which began in the 
placid late 1950s, when Birmingham, Alabama 
blacks lived in a segregated parallel universe, 
and continued through the shockingly violent 
and explosive racial tensions of the ‘60s, 
when Rice saw her girlhood friends lose their 
lives to the bloodshed.
978-0-307-88847-1 | $15.00/$17.00C | Three Rivers 
Press | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-307-71960-7 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-75065-5 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-75067-9

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Condoleezza Rice: A Memoir of My 
Extraordinary, Ordinary Family  
and Me

978-0-385-73880-4 | $7.99/$8.99C | Random House 
Children’s Books | TR

Marjane Satrapi
The Complete Persepolis:  
The Story of a Childhood
Marjane Satrapi’s bestselling, internationally 
acclaimed memoir-in-comic-strips. Persepolis
is the story of Satrapi’s unforgettable child-
hood and coming of age within a large and 
loving family in Tehran during the Islamic 
Revolution; of the contradictions between 
private life and public life in a country 
plagued by political upheaval; of her high 
school years in Vienna facing the trails of  
adolescence; of her homecoming—both 

sweet and terrible; and of her self-imposed exile from her beloved  
homeland. Paris 

WINNER: ALA Alex Award

978-0-375-71483-2 | $24.95/$29.95C | Pantheon | TR | Nonfiction–Graphic Novel  
E 978-0-307-51802-6  

Persepolis 1:  
The Story of a Childhood
978-0-375-71457-3 | $12.95/$14.95C 
Pantheon | TR | Nonfiction–Graphic Novel

 SELECTED BY: Chelsea, MI; Seattle, WA; Arlington, VA;
 Martha’s Vineyard, MA; One Book, One
 Philadelphia; One Great Read - Lafayette, IN

Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return
978-0-375-71466-5 | $11.95/$16.95C  
Pantheon | TR | Nonfiction–Graphic Novel

 SELECTED BY: Miami, FL

Identity
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Lisa See
Snow Flower and the  
Secret Fan: A Novel
A brilliantly realistic journey back to an era  
of Chinese history that is as deeply moving as 
it is sorrowful. An intimate, absorbing  
story of two women’s lives, and of the secret  
language they used to communicate their most 
private thoughts. Perfect for communities inter-
ested in learning about other cultures through a 
novel that suggests the spectrum  
of human emotions—including love and  
forgiveness—are universal, despite cultural dif-

ferences. Los Angeles, CA
978-0-8129-6806-4 | $13.95/$21.00C | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction

E 978-1-58836-474-6 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-2154-8 | ]  AD: 978-0-7393-5008-9

  LP: 978-0-375-43524-9   
SELECTED BY: Brookline, MA; Naperville, IL; Roseville, CA

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Dreams of Joy
978-0-8129-8054-7 | $15.00/$17.00C  
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-679-60489-1 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-87879-3

]  AD: 978-0-307-87880-9 |  LP: 978-0-7393-7818-2

Shanghai Girls
978-0-8129-8053-0 | $15.00/$18.95C 
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction 

E 978-1-58836-860-7 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-5897-1

]  AD: 978-1-4159-5899-5 |  LP: 978-0-7393-2825-5

 SELECTED BY: One Book, One Glendale (CA)

Warren St. John
Outcasts United: A Refugee  
Soccer Team, an American Town
The profoundly moving story of a group  
of remarkable refugee kids who are The  
Fugees, a youth soccer team based in a small 
town in Georgia, their struggle to make  
a new life in the American South, and their as-
tonishing Jordanian coach Luma, who holds 
together the team, the community, and the 
hopes of every kid in her charge during one 
drama-filled season. New York, NY
 978-0-385-52204-5 | $15.00/$17.00C 
Spiegel & Grau | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-375-98880-6 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-4892-7 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-4894-1 

Young Readers’ Edition: 978-0-385-74194-1 | September 2012  

SELECTED BY: Maryland One Book; One Book San Diego

Cheryl Strayed

Wild: From Lost to Found on  
the Pacific Crest Trail
At twenty-six, Cheryl Strayed thought she 
had lost everything. With nothing more to 
lose, she made the most impulsive decision 
of her life: to hike the Pacific Crest trail from 
the Mojave Desert through California and 
Oregon to Washington State—and to do 
it alone. She had no experience as a long-
distance hiker, and the trail was little more 
than “an idea, vague and outlandish and full 
of promise.” But it was a promise of piecing 

back together a life that had come undone. Wild is the story of a young 
woman forging ahead against all odds on a journey that maddened, 
strengthened, and ultimately healed her.

Oprah Book Club 2.0 Selection! (Special eBook E  978-0-307-96281-2)

978-0-307-59273-6 | $25.95/$29.00C | Knopf | HC | Nonfiction
978-0-307-47607-4 | $15.95/$18.95C | Vintage | TR | April 2013

E  978-0-307-95765-8 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-97031-2 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-97032-9  

GB Tran

Vietnamerica: A Family’s Journey
GB Tran’s parents fled Vietnam during the 
fall of Saigon, and now in America, they 
preferred to forget the past. But on a trip 
to Vietnam, GB began to learn the tragic 
history of his family, and of the homeland 
they left behind. This graphic memoir is a 
story of survival, escape, and reinvention— 
and of the gift of the American dream, 
passed on from first-generation immi-
grants to their children. Brooklyn, NY
 978-0-345-50872-0 | $30.00/$34.00C | Villard 
HC | Nonfiction–Graphic Novel

Abraham Verghese
Cutting for Stone
Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers  
born of a secret union between an Indian nun 
and a British surgeon at a hospital in Addis 
Ababa. Orphaned by their mother’s death in 
childbirth and their father’s disappearance, 
bound together by a preternatural connection 
and a shared fascination with medicine, the 
twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the 
brink of revolution. Palo Alto, CA
978-0-375-71436-8 | $15.95 | Vintage | TR | Fiction 
E 978-0-307-27134-1 | ] CD: 978-1-4159-6211-4 

 ]  AD: 978-1-4159-6213-8  

SELECTED BY: Marin County, CA

Isabel Wilkerson
The Warmth of Other Suns:  
The Epic Story of America’s  
Great Migration
This magnificent epic by a Pulitzer Prize-winner 
chronicles the decades-long migration of 
African-Americans from the South to the 
North and West, from World War I through 
the 1970s—through the stories of three  
individuals and their families. Atlanta, GA
 978-0-679-76388-8 | $16.95 $18.95C | Vintage | TR 
Nonfiction | E 978-0-679-60407-5
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Peggielene Bartels and Eleanor Herman

King Peggy: An American Secre-
tary, Her Royal Destiny, and the In-
spiring Story of How She Changed  
an African Village
The charming real-life fairy tale of an Ameri-
can secretary who discovers she has been 
chosen king of an impoverished fishing vil-
lage on the west coast of Africa. King Peggy 
has the sweetness and quirkiness of The No. 
1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and the 
hopeful sense of possibility of Half the Sky.

978-0-385-53432-1 | $25.95/$30.00C | Doubleday | HC | Nonfiction
978-0-307-74281-0 | $15.00/$18.00C | Anchor | TR | February 2013

E 978-0-385-53433-8 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-87907-3 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-87908-0

David Graeber

Debt: The First 5,000 Years
An important historical work on debt that 
reminds readers that before there were coins 
or paper money there was debt. This book 
tells the history of it, where it came from and 
how it affects us today. Covers not only the 
rise of financial capital, but the origins of vir-
tual money, which Graeber ties to the origins 
of debt itself.
 978-1-933633-86-2 | $32.00 /$37.00C l Melville House 
HC l Nonfiction

E 978-1-61219-098-3

Sara Gruen
Ape House: A Novel
The story of a family of bonobo apes that is 
violently torn from their laboratory by animal 
liberation activists and placed on a TV reality 
show. Like Gruen’s  phenomenal bestseller 
Water for Elephants, this novel explores  
humans’ relationships with animals and 
shows that animals have much to teach 
people about what it means to be human. 
North Carolina
978-0-385-52322-6 | $15.00 |  Spiegel & Grau | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-385-53025-5 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-6277-0

]  AD: 978-1-4159-6278-7  

SELECTED BY: Highland Park, IL

Tracy Kidder
Strength in What Remains
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author of the  
phenomenal bestseller Mountains Beyond 
Mountains returns with the inspiring story of a 
young man’s odyssey in America—from an 
immigrant delivering groceries in New York 
City to graduating from the Dartmouth Medi-
cal School. A brilliant testament to the power 
of second chances, and an inspiring account 
of one immigrant’s remarkable American jour-
ney.  Williamsburg, MA and South Bristol, ME
 978-0-8129-7761-5 | $16.00/$19.00C 
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-1-58836-851-5 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-6344-9 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-6346-3  

SELECTED BY: Hanover, NH

Tracy Kidder
Mountains Beyond Mountains: 
The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man 
Who Would Cure the World
Pulitzer Prize winner Tracy Kidder tells the 
true story of eccentric medical genius Paul 
Farmer, an “American male Mother Teresa.” 
Farmer shows how one person can effect 
global progress against seemingly impossible 
problems—TB, AIDS, poverty—with creativ-
ity, knowledge and determination. Williams-
burg, MA and South Bristol, ME
 978-0-8129-7301-3 | $15.95/$21.00C  
RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction

978-0-8129-8055-4 | $18.00/$21.00C | RH Trade Paperbacks | Deluxe TR | Nonfiction 

E 978-1-58836-334-3 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-4692-3 | ]  AD: 978-0-7393-4998-4  

Young Reader’s Edition: 978-0-375-99099-1 (Available June 2013)

SELECTED BY: Concord, MA; Dover, MA; Falmouth, MA; and Winchester, MA; Syracuse, NY;
Minnetonka, MN; Sarasota, FL; San Diego, CA; Ann Arbor, MI; Southeastern, CT; Summit, NJ;
Bozeman, MT; Wilbraham, MA

Maria Doria Russell
Dreamers of the Day
“All men dream, but not equally,” wrote  
Lawrence of Arabia. “Those who dream  
at night awaken to find it vanity, but the 
dreamers of the day are dangerous men...” 
Mary Doria Russell’s fourth novel, Dreamers 
of the Day, takes us behind the scenes at the 
1921 Cairo Peace Conference when Winston 
Churchill, Lady Gertrude Bell and T.E.  
Lawrence himself invented the modern Middle 
East. Cleveland, OH
 978-0-345-48555-7 | $14.00/$16.50C 
Ballantine | TR | Fiction

E 978-1-58836-675-7 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-4575-9 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-4576-6   

SELECTED BY: Dayton, OH; Traverse City Reads (MI)

Integrity

DO plan related programs to build up interest in 
the main event.
DO understand what your goals of the  
community reading program are.
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Bernhard Schlink
The Reader
When he falls ill on his way home from school, 
fifteen-year-old Michael Berg is rescued by 
Hanna, a woman twice his age. In time she 
becomes his lover—then she inexplicably 
disappears. When Michael next sees her, he 
is a young law student, and she is on trial for 
a hideous crime. Hailed for the moral claims 
it makes upon the reader, this mesmerizing 
novel unfolds against the haunted landscape 
of postwar Germany is a story of love and  
secrets, horror and compassion. Germany

978-0-307-45489-8 | $13.95/$15.95C | Vintage | TR | Fiction 

E 978-0-375-72697-2 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-6013-4 | ]  AD: 978-1-4159-6014-1

SP  

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Homecoming
978-0-375-72557-9 | $14.95/$16.95C 
Vintage | Fiction

E 978-0-307-37715-9

]  CD: 978-1-4159-4715-9

]  AD: 978-1-4159-4716-6

Rebecca Skloot
The Immortal Life of  
Henrietta Lacks
Doctors took her cells without asking. Those 
cells never died. They launched a medical 
revolution and a multimillion dollar industry. 
More than twenty years later, her children 
found out. Their lives would never be the 
same. Chicago, IL www.RebeccaSkloot.com
978-1-4000-5218-9 | $15.00/$17.00C | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-307-58938-5

]  CD: 978-0-307-71252-3 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-71253-0

Selected By: Baton Rouge, LA; Columbia, MS; Dayton, OH; Detroit, MI; Madison, WI

Alison Thompson

The Third Wave: A Volunteer Story
The Third Wave tells the inspiring story of 
how volunteering changed Thompson’s life. 
It begins with her first real introduction to 
disaster relief after 9/11 and ends with her 
more recent efforts in Haiti, where she has 
helped create and run, with Sean Penn, an 
internally-displaced-person camp and field 
hospital for more than 65,000 Haitians who 
lost their homes in the 2010 earthquake. In 
The Third Wave, Thompson provides an  
invaluable inside glimpse into what really  

happens on the ground after a disaster—and a road map for what  
anyone can do to help. New York, NY; Haiti
978-0-385-52916-7 | $25.00/$28.95C | Spiegel & Grau | HC | Nonfiction

E 978-0-679-60492-1

Mitch Albom
Tuesdays with Morrie:  
An Old Man, a Young Man, and 
Life’s Greatest Lesson
For Mitch Albom, his college professor from 
nearly twenty years ago, Morrie Schwartz, 
was the one person who understood him 
when he was young and searching. Mitch 
rediscovered Morrie in the last months of  
the older man’s life. Knowing he was dying, 
Morrie visited with Mitch in his study every 
Tuesday. Their rekindled relationship turned 
into one final “class”: lessons in how to live. 
Michigan

978-0-7679-0592-3 | $13.95/$15.95C | Broadway | TR | Nonfiction
978-0-385-49649-0 | $7.50/NCR | Anchor | MM

E 978-0-307-41409-0 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-0285-1 | ]  AD: 978-0-7393-4615-0   

SELECTED BY: Long Beach, CA; Grand County, CO; Middletown, CT; Broward County, FL;
Princeton, IL; Brownsburg, IN; Connersville, IN; Jay County, IN; Madison, IN; Shelby County,
IN; Valparasio, IN; Vincennes, IN; Qunicy, MA; Duluth, MN; Virginia, MN; Cape Girardeau, MO;
Roswell, NM; Clayton, OH; Lancaster and York Counties, PA

Chris Bohjalian
The Sandcastle Girls
When Elizabeth Endicott arrives in Aleppo, 
Syria, she has a diploma from Mount Holy-
oke, a crash course in nursing, and only the 
most basic grasp of the Armenian language. 
The year is 1915, and she has volunteered to 
help deliver food and medical aid to refugees 
of the Armenian genocide. There Elizabeth 
becomes friendly with Armen, a young Arme-
nian engineer who has already lost his wife 
and infant daughter.  Flash-forward to the 
present day, where we meet Laura Petrosian, 

a novelist living in suburban New York. When an old friend calls, claiming 
to have seen a newspaper photo of Laura’s grandmother, Laura embarks 
on a journey back through her family’s history that reveals love, loss—and 
a wrenching secret that has been buried for generations.
978-0-385-53479-6 | $25.95/$28.95C | Doubleday | HC | Fiction
978-0-307-74391-6 | $15.95/$18.95C | Vintage | TR | April 2013

E 978-0-385-53480-2 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-91739-3 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-91740-9

 LP: 978-0-307-99082-2   

Ernest J. Gaines
A Lesson Before Dying: A Novel
This is the story of two African-American men 
struggling to attain manhood in a small preju-
diced Cajun community in the late 1940s. 
Grant Wiggins, a sophisticated and educated 
man comes to the aid of Jefferson, a men-
tally slow, barely literate young man, who is 
convicted of murder and sentenced to die, 
although he was only an innocent bystander 
to the crime.  Oscar, LA
 978-0-375-70270-9 | $13.00/$16.00C 
Vintage | TR | Fiction

E 978-1-4000-7770-0 | ]  CD: 978-1-4159-2943-8   

SELECTED BY: Miami, FL; Peoria, IL; Bloomington, IN; Northwest Indiana; Lafayette, LA; 
New Orleans, LA; Newton, MA; Jackson, MS; Albuquerque, NM; Washoe County (Reno), NV;
Buffalo, NY; Rochester, NY; Syracuse, NY; Greensboro, NC; Watauga County, NC; Cincinnati,
OH; Columbus, OH; Multnomah County/Portland, OR; College Station-Bryan, TX; Houston, TX;
Waco, TX; Richmond, VA; Seattle, WA; Washington, DC

Loss
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David Grossman
To the End of the Land
This is a brilliant novel of family life—and the 
cost of war. An Israeli mother is on the verge 
of celebrating her son’s release from army 
service when he returns to the front. In a fit 
of preemptive grief, she sets out for a hike 
in the Galilee, isolating herself from any pos-
sibility of hearing bad news. She brings with 
her a former best friend and lover and gives 
him the gift of her son, word by word. Israel 
  978-0-307-47640-1 | $15.95 | Vintage | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-307-59434-1 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-87574-7 | 
]  AD: 978-0-307-87575-4  

Rosamund Lupton

Sister: A Novel
A breathtaking novel that proves there is 
nothing as exceptional as the bond between 
sisters. Beatrice’s sister Tess has been found 
dead, apparently by suicide. Bee’s friends and 
even her mother accept the fact that impulsive 
artist Tess killed herself. However, only Bee 
knows that Tess was pregnant, and she is 
convinced that something more sinister is  
responsible for her sister’s untimely death. 
978-0-307-71652-1 | $14.00/ $16.00C l Broadway

TR l Fiction | E 978-0-307-71653-8

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Afterwards: A Novel
978-0-307-71654-5 l 25.00/$29.95 l Crown l HC
978-0-307-71655-2 | $14.00/$17.00C | Broadway | TR | January 2013

E 978-0-307-71656-9

Yann Martel
Beatrice & Virgil: A Novel
The follow-up to Life of Pi, this is another 
novel that uses animals to discuss the human 
condition, to address the atrocities of the  
Holocaust. Heartbreaking and utterly original, 
Martel asks enduring questions about life and 
art, truth and deception, responsibility and 
complicity. Canada
978-0-8129-8154-4 | $15.00/NCR  
Spiegel & Grau | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-679-60373-3 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-71517-3 
]  AD: 978-0-307-71518-0  

Colum McCann
Let the Great World Spin: A 
Novel
On a late-summer morning, the people of 
lower Manhattan stare up in disbelief at the 
Twin Towers. It is August 1974, and a tight-
rope walker is leaping between the towers, 
suspended a quarter mile above the ground. 
In the streets below, ordinary lives become 
extraordinary in this intricate portrait of a city 
and its people. New York, NY

WINNER: National Book Award  /   
An ALA Notable Book

978-0-8129-7399-0 | $15.00 | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction 

E 978-1-58836-873-7  

Carson McCullers
The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter
Carson McCullers was all of 23 years old 
when she finished this enduring classic, first 
published in 1940. John Singer, a deaf-mute 
in a small Georgia mining town, becomes the 
confidant of choice for several of the misfit 
townspeople, all yearning for escape. 
978-0-553-26963-5 | $6.99/$10.99C 
Bantam | MM | Fiction

 SELECTED BY: Humanities Council of Washington, DC, 
 Lansdowne Public Library, PA; Anderson Arts Center, SC

Cynthia Ozick
The Shawl
The story of a woman who survives a concen-
tration camp, losing her daughter, but never 
can fully recover from the trauma, which still 
haunts her thirty years later.  

“ Ozick gives us exactly what we expect:  
a meditation, in figurative language at times 
dense and shimmering, at times richly  
colloquial, of the consequences of the  
Holocaust.”   —Library Journal

 978-0-679-72926-6 | $10.50/$11.99C | Vintage 
TR | Fiction  

SELECTED BY: Gadsden Reads, AL; Caldwell Public Library, NJ; Writers & Books, NY; 
New Rochelle Public Library, NY; Worchester County Library, MD

Will Schwalbe
The End of Your Life Book Club
Mary Anne Schwalbe was an educator and 
spent ten years building libraries in Afghani-
stan. But her story here begins at Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, where, ac-
companied by her son, she is waiting for che-
motherapy treatments to begin. Will casually 
asks her what she’s been reading, and the 
conversation they have grows into tradition: 
soon they are reading the same books in 
order to talk about them as Mary Anne is 
given her treatments. The books they read 

range from classic to popular, from fantastic to spiritual, and we hear their 
passion for reading and their love for each other in their dynamic and 
searching discussions around each one. 
978-0-307-59403-7 | $25.00 | Knopf | HC | Nonfiction
978-0-307-39966-3 | $29.95C | Knopf Canada 

E  978-0-307-96111-2 | ]  AD: 978-0-449-80666-1 | ]  CD: 978-0-449-80663-0

Kyung-sook Shin

Please Look After Mom: A Novel
On a visit to Seoul, Mom is right behind her 
husband when the train pulls out of the station 
without her, and she is lost, possibly forever. 
This stunning, deeply moving story of a fam-
ily’s search for their mother, and the desires, 
heartaches, and secrets they discover she 
harbored within, will result in you never think-
ing of your mother in the same way again. 
New York City.
978-0-307-73951-3 | $14.95 | Vintage | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-307-59549-2 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-74738-9 
 ]  AD: 978-0-307-74739-6  
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Darin Strauss

Half a Life: A Memoir
Half my life ago, I killed a girl. In this powerful, 
unforgettable memoir, acclaimed novelist 
Darin Strauss recounts a tragedy and its after-
math. In his last month of high school Strauss 
is behind the wheel of his father’s Oldsmobile, 
driving with friends—having “thoughts of mini-
golf, another thought of maybe just going to 
the beach.” Then out of the blue: a collision 
that results in the death of a bicycling class-
mate that shadows the rest of his life. In spare 
and piercing prose, Strauss explores loss and 

guilt, maturity and accountability, hope and acceptance—and the result  
is a staggering, uplifting tour de force. Brooklyn, NY
978-0-8129-8253-4 | $13.00/$15.00C | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Nonfiction

E 978-0-679-64382-1 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-98883-6

Natalie Taylor

Signs of Life: A Memoir
Twenty-four-year-old Natalie Taylor has led a 
charmed life. She’s surrounded by her large, 
close-knit family, enjoys her meaningful job 
as a high school English teacher, cherishes 
being married to her college sweetheart and 
is ecstatic about their baby on the way. Then 
her husband dies in a freak skateboarding 
accident and in an instant, life as she knew it 
is over. With the help of her dark wit, her rich 
fantasy life, and her love of literature, Natalie 
finds the strength to come back from the 

depths of despair. A raw and utterly absorbing debut. 
978-0-307-71750-4 | $15.00/ $18.00C| Broadway | TR l Nonfiction 
978-0-307-71749-8 | HC | E 978-0-307-71751-1  

Leo Tolstoy
The Death of Ivan Ilyich
This story of a judge who slowly comes  
to realize that his illness is fatal represents 
perhaps the most keenly realized melding of 
Tolstoy’s spirituality with his artistic skills.
978-1-933633-54-1 | $10.00/$13.00C  
Melville House | TR | Fiction
978-0-553-21035-4 | $6.95/$8.95C  
Bantam | MM | Fiction 

E 978-0-307-27332-1  

SELECTED BY: Regent University Library (VA)

Alissa Torres; Illustrated by Choi
American Widow
An autobiographical graphic novel written 
by Alissa Torres, who, when she was nearly 
eight months pregnant, lost her husband 
in the World Trade Center attack. The story 
and art powerfully portray a woman’s very 
private crisis against a backdrop of events 
that have touched us all. Ultimately, the 
book offers a universal message of hope 
and redemption in the face of tragedy. 
New York, NY
 978-0-345-50069-4 | $22.00/$25.00C | Villard 
HC | Nonfiction – Graphic Novel

Maeve Binchy
Minding Frankie
Noel, a former alcoholic, learns that his former 
flame is both pregnant and terminally ill.  His 
close-knit Dublin neighborhood rallies round 
to take care of the baby girl, including old 
friends from Heart and Soul.  All goes well 
until a nosy social worker becomes convinced 
that Frankie would be better off in a foster 
home. An examination of what indeed defines 
a family. Dalkey, Ireland
978-0-307-47549-7 | $7.99/NCR | Anchor | MM | Fiction
978-0-307-47548-0 | $14.95 | Anchor | TR 

E 978-0-307-59516-4 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-71362-9 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-71363-6   

Willa Cather
My Ántonia
In this powerful novel, Willa Cather creates one 
of the most winning yet thoroughly convincing 
heroines in American fiction. Ántonia Shimerda 
returns to Black Hawk, Nebraska to make a 
fresh start after eloping with a railway conductor 
following the tragic death of her father. Despite  
betrayal and crushing opposition, Ántonia 
steadfastly pursues her quest for happiness —a 
moving struggle that mirrors the quiet drama of 
the American landscape.
978-0-679-74187-9 | $9.00/$12.50C | Vintage | TR | Fiction

978-0-553-21418-5 | $4.95/$6.95C | Bantam Classics | MM

E 978-0-553-90044-6   

SELECTED BY: The State of Nebraska; Chicago, IL; Fox Valley, IL; Ames, IA; South Dakota

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

O Pioneers!
978-0-679-74362-0 | $9.00/$11.50C | Vintage | TR | Fiction
978-0-553-21358-4 | $4.95/$5.95C | Bantam Classics | MM

E 978-0-553-90521-2

 SELECTED BY: Brownsburg, IN; Howard County, IN

Kent Haruf
Plainsong
Set on the rural plains of Holt, CO, this stirring 
meditation on the true nature and necessity of 
family comprises several story lines that flow 
into one. The seven characters featured in this 
tight narrative teach us how families can be 
made between people who are not necessarily 
blood relatives. Salida, CO

WINNER: National Book Award 

978-0-375-70585-4 | $13.95/$21.00C | Vintage 
TR | Fiction

E 978-0-375-72693-4  

SELECTED BY: The State of Arizona; Gunnison, CO; Loveland, CO; Springfield, IL; Vigo County,
IN; Cedar Rapids, IA; Manhattan, KS; Grand Rapids, MI; Boone & Callaway Counties, MO;
Kansas City, MO; Wahpeton and Breckenridge, ND; Lincoln, NE; Dallas/Fort Worth, TX;  
Salt Lake City, UT; Spokane, WA

Love Stories
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Nancy Horan
Loving Frank: A Novel
Fact and fiction are brilliantly blended in this 
enthralling debut novel based on the love 
affair between Mamah Cheney and renowned 
American architect, Frank Lloyd Wright, that 
scandalized Chicago society in the early 20th 
century. Langley, Whidbey Island, WA
978-0-345-49500-6 | $14.00/$16.50C  
Ballantine | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-345-50225-4  

 SELECTED BY: Wilmette, IL 

Rachel Joyce 
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of  
Harold Fry: A Novel 
Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a 
small English village with his wife, Maureen, 
who seems irritated by almost everything he 
does. Little differentiates one day from the 
next. But when a morning walk to the corner 
mailbox to send a letter to an ailing friend 
transforms into a pilgrimage across 600 miles 
of English countryside, something extraordi-
nary happens. Gloucestershire, UK 
 978-0-8129-9329-5 | HC | $25.00 | Random House 
Fiction

978-0-385-67769-1 | $29.95C | Bond Street Books 

E 978-0-679-64511-5 | ]  CD: 978-0-449-01277-2 | ]  AD: 978-0-449-01278-9   

Paula McLain

The Paris Wife: A Novel
No twentieth-century American writer has 
captured the collective imagination as much 
as Ernest Hemingway. In this novel, told in 
the voice of his first wife, Hadley, Paris of  
the Lost Generation and characters such as 
F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, Gertrude Stein, 
Ezra Pound, and Gerald and Sara Murphy 
provide the vivid background to this engross-
ing, emotionally wrenching story of love  
and betrayal. Cleveland, OH
978-0-345-52131-6 | $15.00 | Ballantine | TR | Fiction

E 978-0-345-52132-3 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-87720-8 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-87721-5  

Erin Morgenstern

The Night Circus: A Novel
Two starcrossed magicians engage in a 
deadly game of cunning in The Night Circus, 
the spellbinding bestseller that has captured 
the world’s imagination. Visit the author web-
site www.erinmorgenstern.com for more info.

Winner: ALA Alex Award

978-0-307-74443-2 | $15.00 | Anchor 
TR | Fiction
978-0-385-67173-6 | $21.00C | Anchor Canada | TR

E 978-0-385-53464-2 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-93892-3 
]  AD: 978-0-307-93893-0   

Jan-Philipp Sendker
The Art of Hearing Heartbeats
A poignant and inspirational love story set in 
Burma spanning the decades between the 
1950s and the present. A successful New 
York lawyer suddenly disappears without a 
trace, neither his wife nor his daughter Julia 
has any idea where he might be…until they 
find a love letter he wrote many years ago, 
to a Burmese woman they have never heard 
of. Julia decides to travel to the village where 
the woman lived. There she uncovers a tale 
of unimaginable hardship, resilience, and 

passion that will reaffirm the reader’s belief in the power of love to move 
mountains.
978-1-59051-463-4 | $14.95/ $16.95C l Other Press l TR | Fiction

E 978-1-59051-464-1 Fiction  

Helen Simonson
Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand
When retired Major Pettigrew strikes up an 
unlikely friendship with Mrs. Ali, the village 
shopkeeper who is of Pakistani descent, 
he is drawn out of his regimented world and 
forced to confront the realities of life in the 
twenty-first century. Brought together by a 
shared love of literature and the loss of their re-
spective spouses, the Major and Mrs. Ali soon 
find their friendship on the cusp of blossoming 
into something more. The Major has always 
taken special pride in his village, but will he be 

forced to choose between the place he calls home and a future with Mrs. 
Ali? Washington, DC
978-0-8129-8122-3 | $14.00 | RH Trade Paperbacks | TR | Fiction

E 978-1-58836-965-9 | ]  CD: 978-0-307-71286-8 | ]  AD: 978-0-307-71284-4

Edith Wharton
The Age of Innocence
Wharton’s masterpiece: a tragic love story and 
a powerful homily about the perils of a perfect 
marriage, set in old New York. Adapted to film 
by Martin Scorsese in 1993. 

WINNER: Pulitzer Prize, 1921

978-0-375-75320-6 | $9.95/$14.95C 
Modern Library | TR | Fiction
978-0-553-21450-5 | $5.95/$7.95C | Bantam | MM
978-0-09-951128-1 | $10.95C | 
Vintage Classics (Can.) | TR

E 978-0-679-64207-7 | ]  CD: 978-0-7366-8460-6 

SELECTED BY: Bloomsburg Public Library, PA; Parsippany Library System, NJ

Love Stories
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a book is like a garden carried in the pocket.   
~Chinese Proverb


